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project is inconsistent with my policy that all repositories for highly radio-
active waste be licensed, and that they accept both defense and commercial
wastes.

Over the next five years, the Department of Energy will carry out an
aggressive program of scientific and technical investigations to support
waste solidification, packaging and repository design and construction
including several experimental, retrievable and emplacements in test facili-
ties. This supporting research and development program will call upon the
knowledge and experience of the nation's very best people in science, engi-
neering, and other fields of learning and will include participation of uni-
versities, industry, and the government departments, agencies, and national
laboratories.

. . . Storage of commercial spent fuel is primarily a responsibility of the
utilities. I want to stress that interim spent fuel storage capacity is not an
alternative to permanent disposal. However, adequate storage is necessary
until repositories are available. I urge the utility industry to continue to take
all actions necessary to store spent fuel in a manner that will protect the
public and ensure efficient and safe operation of power reactors. . ,.

... It is essential that all aspects of the waste management program be
conducted with the fullest possible disclosure to and participation by the
public and the technical community. I am directing the departments and
agencies to develop and improve mechanisms to ensure such participation
and public involvement consistent with the need to protect national security
information. The waste management program will be carried out in full
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.

In its role as lead agency for the management and disposal of radio-
active wastes and with cooperation of the other relevant Federal agencies,
the Department of Energy is preparing a detailed national plan for nuclear
waste management to implement these policy guidelines and the other
recommendations of the IRQ. This plan will provide a clear road map for all
parties and will give the public an opportunity to review the entirety of our
program. It will include specific program goals and milestones for all aspects
of nuclear waste management. A draft of the comprehensive national plan
will be distributed by the Secretary of Energy later this year for public and
congressional review. The State Planning Council will be directly involved in
the development of this plan.l by the mid-1990s. For reasons of
